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Department of Statistics: Relative stability in Consumer Price Levels and a Limited Increase by
2.26% During the First Nine Months of 2026.
The Department of Statistics released its monthly report on the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for

September 2026. The inflation rate for the first nine months of 2026 reached 2.26% compared to the
same period in 2025, indicating that inflation rates remained within moderate levels throughout the year.
At the monthly level, the inflation rate of September was 2.73% compared to the same month in 2025,

while the CPI of September 2026 recorded a 0.16% increase compared to August 2026.

Figure 1: Monthly CPI for 2025& 2026

120 A
26
,_§115- /l—'\-\.__-
= ° ° ° ° - -*— - o AB
L o v -
=
Q:ll()-
—
3)
=
= 1051
O
100 HI I I I IQIHI | 1
> £ £ g £ = = z £
Z. (oo ; = Z Z, = a ]
Month

—— 2025 —— 2026



The following table demonstrates the rates of price increases during the months of 2025 and the available period of 2026.

Table No. 1: Monthly and Available Consumer Prices Change Rate for the Years 2025 & 2026 (Percentage)

Ye:r“th JAN | FEB | MAR | APR | MAY | JUN | JuL | AUG | SEP | OCT | NOV | DEC
2025 229 | 212 | 164 | 183 | 198 | 202 | 168 | 132 | 174 | 200 | 128 | 131
Monthly
2025 229 | 221 | 202 | 197 | 197 | 198 | 194 | 18 | 185 | 1.87 | 1.81 | 177
Cumulative
Monthly 2026 | 1.06 | 117 | 1.87 | 249 | 283 | 279 | 270 | 2.66 | 2.73
2026 106 | 111 | 1.36 | 1.65 | 1.88 | 2.03 | 2.13 | 220 | 226
Cumulative
Table (2): Monthly CPI for the Years 2024 — 2026 (2018 = 100)
Y‘;gth JAN | FEB | MAR | APR | MAY | JUN | JuL | AuG | SEP | ocT | Nov | DEC
2024 109.72 | 110.02 | 110.61 | 11050 | 11058 | 110.74 | 111.00 | 111.17 | 110.81 | 110.61 | 111.04 | 111.76
2025 112.23 | 11236 | 112.43 | 11253 | 112.77 | 112.98 | 112.87 | 112.63 | 112.74 | 112.82 | 112.46 | 113.22
2026 113.42 | 11367 | 11453 | 11533 | 11596 | 116.13 | 115.92 | 115.63 | 115.82




Regarding the commodity and service groups contribution to the inflation rate recorded
during the first nine months of 2026, inflation was driven by the “Rents” category, which
contributed about 0.72 percentage points. Meanwhile, the “Transportation”, “Oils and
Fats”, and “Tobacco & Cigarettes” contributed by 0.66, 0.27, and 0.17 percentage
points respectively. Besides, the inflation recorded in September 2026, compared to the
same month in 2025, was driven by several commodities and services; most notably, the
“Transportation” group, with a contribution of 1.13 percentage points, followed by the
“Rents” at 0.76 percentage points, and “Qils and Fats” at 0.29 percentage points.
Conversely, price decreases across several categories moderated the increase in the
inflation rate during September, most notably: the “Vegetables and Dried & Canned
Legumes” category, which contributed a downward effect by about (0.21) percentage
points to the inflation rate, followed by “Fruits and Nuts” by about (0.18) percentage
points, and “Dairy Products and Eggs” by about (0.04) percentage points.

Table 3: Contribution to Inflation for the Main Commodity Categories and Groups in

the Consumption Basket for September 2026 Compared to September 2025

Expenditure Groups Relative Importance (%0) Contribution points
Transportation 15.98 1.13
Rents 17.54 0.76
Oils and Fats 1.70 0.29
Tobacco and Cigarettes 4.37 0.17
Education 4.35 0.14
Fuel and Lightening 4.69 0.13

Vegetables and Dried & 596

Canned Legumes ' -0.21
Fruits and Nuts 2.57 2018
Dairy Products and Eggs 3.72 -0.04
House Appliances 0.86 20.02
Total (All groups) %100 2.73




Table 4: Contribution to Inflation for the Main Commaodity Categories and Groups in

the Consumption Basket for the First Nine Months of 2026 Compared to the Same

Period of 2025

Relative o

Expenditure Groups Importance Contr!butlon
(%) points

Rents 17.54 0.72
Transportation 15.98 0.66
Oils and fats 1.70 0.27
Tobacco and Cigarettes 4.37 0.17
Education 4.35 0.13
Personal effects 0.48 0.11
Meat and Poultry 4.69 -0.13
Fruits and Nuts 2.57 -0.07
House Appliances 0.86 -0.02
Cereals and their products 4.17 -0.02
Drinks and refreshments 1.52 -0.01
Total (All Groups) %100 2.26

It is worth noting that computing the CPI (inflation) relies on a basket of consumer

commaodities that includes (850) items: including (325) food commodities and (525) non-

food commodities, and a survey sample of 3,400 establishments from which the prices of

commodities and services are collected.




For further information, please contact the Department of Statistics/y ADEL
AL.KHALEEL Tel. 065300700/ Ext. 1427/1415.



